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Horse Newsletter – December 2009

BEWARE THE DANGERS 
OF AUTUMN COLIC 

Autumn, if not winter, is upon us and with it a 
new set of challenges in horse care, from the risk 
of laminitis with a late surge in grass growth to 
the danger of colic. 

Colic in horses is defined generally as abdominal 
pain but the term can also cover a range of 
conditions affecting the gastrointestinal tract. 

There are a variety of different causes of colic, 
some of which can prove fatal – in fact sadly, 
among domesticated horses; colic is the leading 
cause of premature death. The condition affects 
approximately 10 per cent of the horse 
population on an annual basis, so it is important 
to make yourself aware of what to look out for 
and how to manage it. 

The most common forms of colic are spasmodic in 
nature which creates increased contractions in 
the horse's gastrointestinal tract. This is often 
related to stress, excitement or excessive intake 
of fermentable food such as spring grass.  Pelvic 
flexure impaction is caused by an impaction of 
food material and if left untreated, severe 
impaction colic can be fatal. The most common 
cause is when the horse’s diet contains a large 
proportion of “poor quality” fibre – typically 
found in autumn and winter grass. Horses with 
dental problems that prevent them chewing 
properly are particularly at risk of an impaction. 

Towards the end of the summer, sand impaction 
can be more common especially in horses that 
graze sandy or heavily grazed pastures leaving 
only dirt to ingest. 

Small intestinal impaction is also caused by an 
obstruction sometimes from parasitic infestation 

such as tapeworm. After a long summer of grazing 
and exposure to potential parasites, now is the 
time to take action and worm your horses. 

Those of you on the Loyalty Plan/Health Plan will 
have given the five days of Panacur Equine Guard 
in November to eliminate encysted red worms 
and in December you will be giving 'Equest' to rid 
the intestines of Bots. 

This year has been a Panacur year. To reduce the 
risk of resistance to certain wormers building up 
in your worm population 2010 will see us using 
Pyratape P as the routine wormer. 

Whilst owners should ensure they are familiar 
with the signs of colic, the old wives tale that 
‘prevention is better than cure’ can certainly be 
applied to the condition. A few simple steps can 
help avoid a case of colic and save a visit from one 
of the practice team. 

 Ensure all hard feed is secure and cannot 
be accessed by greedy mouths – a sudden 
excess of carbohydrates can result in 
colic. 

 Don’t feed directly on the ground as this 
could lead to sand colic. 

 Feed the appropriate amount at the same 
time every day. A disrupted feeding 
routine can be enough to bring on a bout 
of colic in some horses. 

 Worm horses regularly. A good parasite 
control program can help prevent colic 
caused by parasites. 

If you are confused about implementing a 
strategic worming programme, please contact the 
practice and we can arrange a straightforward 
system for you to follow which will protect your 
horse. 



SCRUB UP AND DUST 
DOWN 

With horses coming in for the winter, take time to 
prepare stables by giving them a good scrub down 
and remember to look up, and clear all cobwebs 
from the eaves as these can harbour dust. Stables 
should be cleaned with a product that is active 
against a broad range of germs from bacteria, 
yeasts and fungi to viruses and protozoa. 

The problem of COPD (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease) induced by fungal particles in 
hay and bedding can be a risk for stabled horses. 
Help avoid this by purchasing good quality hay 
and bedding – whether straw or shavings. 

It goes without saying that good yard hygiene 
should extend to the feed room. Give bins and 
buckets a good clean, and keep them clean. Never 
give feed that is mouldy, past the best before date 
or hasn't been stored correctly. If there is any old 
feed left in feed bins, dispose of it safely and well 
away from your horses. 

It is essential that horses are routinely vaccinated 
against tetanus, equine influenza and in some 
cases equine herpes virus. This is especially true 
when horses are stabled and in closer confines 
where infection can spread rapidly. Another ever 
present risk is tetanus, which is caused by bacteria 
entering the system through often unnoticed 
deep cuts and puncture wounds – a risk at this 
time of year for horses that are out competing, 
hunter trialling or hunting. Sadly tetanus can 
prove fatal and therefore vaccination is essential. 

If you are concerned that your horse is not 
vaccinated or has missed its booster date please 
contact the surgery immediately on 01423 862121 
and we will arrange an appointment with one of 
our vets. 

'MY HORSE'S MUD FEVER 
IS NOT CLEARING UP' 

Every year we get more and more of you phoning 
up saying that you cannot get rid of the Mud 
Fever on your horse. The problem seems to occur 
all year round even in the summer months. Derek 
Knottenbelt at Liverpool University Equine 
Hospital has been doing some research into this 
problem and calls the disease 'Pastern Dermatitis 
Syndrome'. 

When what you think of as Mud Fever (which is a 
mild infection of the skin surface) won't clear up it 
has actually turned into an infection deep in the 
'root' of the hairs deep within the skin. This is why 
the usual treatments for mud fever are not 
effective – they simply can't penetrate deep 
enough into the hair follicle (root). Sunlight, 
certain pollens, 'scratchy' grass, thistles and 
coarse straw, sand from arenas, dust, dirt and 
mud all irritate/damage the skin surface enabling 
the bacteria to get a hold. Of course there will 
also be a genetic predisposition for this condition.  
Often the legs become extremely painful and the 
horse will not let you touch them or 'pick the 
scabs off'. We usually get the phone call at this 
stage and come out and get involved! We use a 
number of courses of action to enable us to clip 
the hair and scabs off. In extreme cases we may 
have to anaesthetise the horse although more 
often we sedate them and nerve block the legs. 
This enables us to clip the hair and the scabs off 
and scrub the legs with shampoos to get an 
antibacterial agent deep down into the hair 
follicles. We often have to do this several times, 
but it is often the only way to control the bacteria 
that antibiotics can't get at from other routes. 
Derek says he is seeing more and more in 
Liverpool and we certainly have seen a big 
increase in case numbers over the past six years. 
If mud fever hasn't cleared up after a week or so 
or suddenly becomes uncontrollable, ring us! 
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Equine Passports 

In order to prevent unsuitable horses from entering 
the food chain and to improve the identification of 
horses the summer of 2009 has seen the introduction 
of significant new regulations for horse passports. The 
following mandatory regulations are included:  

 Microchipping 

 Availability of passports at all times 

 Checking of passports before medication 

 Recording of all vaccinations. 

 

Microchipping 

When applying for an equine passport, microchipping 
is now mandatory. You, the owner, must obtain an 
application form from a Passport Issuing Organisation 
(PIO). The microchip can only be implanted by a 
veterinary surgeon. 

If, on scanning prior to microchipping, an existing 
microchip is found, the new chip must not be inserted. 
You must inform the PIO and the National Equine 
Database, who will investigate for a previously issued 
passport. If a passport is traced, the original PIO will 
issue a duplicate. If not, a 'replacement' may be issued. 

In both cases part 2 of section 9 must be signed by the 
PIO certifying 'not for human consumption'. 

Other methods of identification such as Freeze 
branding or DNA verification do not replace the 
requirement for a microchip. 

Foals 

These must now have a microchip implanted when first 
being identified either  

A. within six months of birth OR  
B. by 31st December in the year of birth 

WHICHEVER IS THE LATER. 

If a foal is being sold within 6 months of its birth, or by 
31st December in the year of its birth, a passport is 
NOT required for the purposes of sale. The new owner 
will have up to 30 days in which to register the foal. 
However a foal will need its passport if it is to be 

exported without its dam or foster mother or sent for 
slaughter for human consumption! 

An older horse may not be sold either privately, or at 
markets or auctions, or indeed moved to the premises 
of a sale, without a passport.  After a sale the vendor 
must give the passport to the purchaser, who then has 
30 days to notify the original PIO of the change of 
ownership. If an auctioneer is used, he or she must be 
given the passport with the horse, as she or he 
becomes the keeper of the animal. 

Together at all  times!  

A horse must now be accompanied by the passport at 
all times. It is an offence to move a horse without it 
unless the passport can be made available for 
inspection by an authority within three hours. 

The passport must be available at the time of 
treatment if the horse is being given veterinary 
medication. 

People who keep horses for others ς eg full livery 
yards, horses on loan, breeders, transporters, 
racehorse trainers etc, must make arrangements with 
every owner to ensure that each passport is available 
immediately, whenever necessary, as it is an offence 
for a keeper of horses to have responsibility for an 
animal which does not have a passport. 

Passports must be returned to the original PIO for 
amendment if the owner's circumstances change. If 
the horse recieves veterinary attention whilst the 
passport is being updated, the vet will write down the 
details of the medicines prescribed and administered 
and the period of treatment, give the details to the 
owner and the owner must then ensure that the 
passport is updated appropriately. 

Any lost, stolen, or damaged passport will result in a 
duplicate being issued, but the PIO will sign Part 2 of 
Section 9 taking the horse out of the food chain. 

When the horse dies the passport must be returned to 
the PIO within 30 days. 



See the passport first.  

When vets are presented with a horse it is now an 
offence to not ask to see the passport before treating 
the horse or prescribing for it. Owners must sign the 
declaration in Part 2 of Section 9 if substances ς such 
as 'bute' not permitted for entry into the food chain 
have been administered, supplied or prescribed. If the 
owner refuses to sign then it is an offence to prescribe 
or supply these drugs. Many of the drugs are 
commonly used medications such as 'bute', finadyne 
paste and common antibiotics. 

If the horse is destined for human consumption then 
vets must use drugs that are licensed for use in meat 
producing animals and therefore have a meat 
withdrawal period (although it can limit our choice 
considerably, increases the expense to you and may 
compromise the treatment and welfare of your horse). 
You must record in the passport the details of the 
drugs that we have given. It is an offence not to do so. 

In an emergency situation when no passport is 
available to be checked; vets are required to assume 
that the horse is intended for human consumption and 
can only give drugs suitable for a food producing 
animal. In this case we would use appropriate drugs 
which, as metioned earlier may be more expensive 
than those routinely used, give you written details of 
them and ask you to update the passport 
appropriately. 

Record all  vaccines 

Vets are now required to record all vaccines given. 
Regardless of whether the horse is for human 
consumption or not the vet will commit an offence if 
he or she does NOT record all vaccines administered, 
supplied or prescribed in Section 5 and 6 of the 
passport. 

Notes: 

The legislation applies to any horse, pony, donkey and 
zebra however old it is. It does not apply to wild horses 
in designated areas of Dartmoor, Exmoor and the New 
Forest. 

Special rules apply for imported horses. 

Typical scenarios we face: -  

Q.  My pony is 30 years old, is not going anywhere and 

is not going for human consumption so do I have to get 
a passport for him? I have an old vaccine card in the 
house which identifies him and he is freeze branded. 

A.  Yes ς you do have to have a passport. Apply for one 

straight away and arrange for us to microchip him and 
fill in the passport application form. 

Q.  My horse has just got a touch of mud fever and I 

know you have not seen her for years but could I have 
just have some Dermisol for her? The old tube I have 
got has just run out and no, I have not got a passport 
for her because she never goes anywhere other than 
her field and on the odd hack with me. 

A.  Unfortunately we would be committing a criminal 

offence to dispense Dermisol to you. Firstly ς we have 
not seen a valid passport. Secondly, as we have not 
seen the animal for a few months it is not deemed to be 
under our care. Therefore we cannot prescribe or 
dispense. Two offences in one!  

Q.  My horse has got colic. Please come quickly and 

give him that jab you usually give him which sorts it out 
and no I still haven't applied for his passport. It is on 
my list to do but you know how it is – busy, busy. 

A.  Of course we will come straight away but we won't 

be able to give him his usual jab because it isn't 
licensed for meat producing animals. You can't prove to 
us that your horse is never going for human 
consumption (as you don't have a passport) so we will 
have to use a different drug. ItΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
more expensive and might be less effective. There will 
also be some tiresome paperwork involved for us and 
you! 

Some ponderings!  

Cattle farmers have a passport for every cow and calf 
on the farm and have to apply for a passport for a calf 
within two weeks of its birth. Many farms therefore 
have over 500 passports to deal with!! Most of us 
horse owners have one or two! 

Even though we have seen that your passport is signed 
'not for human consumption'; please make sure you 
have it available when we come to see your horse. We 
have it on our records at the practice but we can’t 
check the office computer from your stable. This is 
particularly important ‘out of hours’ because we won’t 
have had the opportunity to check our records before 
we come to see you. 

Jill Fraser from Beaver Horse Shop summed the 
situation up beautifully. 'If obtaining and signing this 
document means that my horses can have the best and 
most efficient treatment quickly with the minimum of 
hassle and fuss for all concerned then I have no 
problem with any of the legislation'.      

Europe and society in general is getting more 
legislative. It is not the vets' fault or the fault of the 
ladies in the office. Please be patient with us over this 
legislative headache!   


